
 

To help with the extension of our library, especially the renewal with new 

books, Frenz proposes to Parents going to France or French speaking countries, 

to buy one book for the library.  

You could also ask family and friends visiting New Zealand, to bring one as well. 

 

You will find ideas of books in the Library Newsletter, which is going to be pub-

lished next year. 

Alternatively, you can contact Beatrice, our very active librarian. 

beatricefesien@yahoo.fr 

 

With his permission, the name of the child donator will appear on the front 

page, with his Ruma and the year. It will be a lovely way to recognise his  

generosity and to leave a trace of his passage in lõArchipel. 
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A Merry Christmas & Happy New Year to  

all our children, parents, teachers, members  
and all our supporters. 

 
We look forward to seeing you in 2010 !!! 

 
 

Frenz School Inc. Committee 



 

 
At the beginning of Term 4,  Ruma 13 went on a trip to visit ôHowick Historical Vil-

lageõ.  

 

The purposes of the trip were to learn about 

days gone by and play with toys from the past. 

Ruma 13 got to appreciate that despite children 

from the olden days not having video games, 

they still had a great variety of toys with many 

games as funny as those of today. 
Ruma 13 students played with wooden mario-

nettes, peered down periscopes, did cup-and-

balls magic tricks, raced marbles on circuits, and 

moreé  

What a great time they had! 

 

The outing was also an opportunity to enlarge on a Term 3 theme; ôSchools in the 

olden daysõ.  And thatõs when things got a little bit more serious. We had the privilege 

of experiencing a recreated lesson in an old classroom. 

 

There, boys were on one side and girls on the other. 
No dirty hands allowed, and the teacher inspected them before starting the class. And 

no chatting!!!! 

 

Starting with a handwriting lesson, Ruma 13 managed to 

impress the teacher with nicely formed letters. (learning 

French style writing pays off!)  

And they impressed her even more with their large geo-

graphical knowledge. They were able to show numerous 

countries on the world map (thanks to the various ori-

gins of our children). 
To finish off with, using a giant abacus, the teacher gave 

a mathematic lesson. 

 

LõArchipel did very well, answering all questions correctly.  

 

And here we are, already at the end of the year 2009. How it went fast! 
Thank you to all Ruma 13 families for your continual support. 
I am very happy to know that Leoõs mum, Ania Sbai, is going to be the relief teacher 

while I am away, next year.  

Once again, thank you  

 

Vanesa Lisowski 
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AUCKLAND ACCUEIL  

 
 WELCOME, HELP & GET TOGETHER WITH ALL THE FRENCH-SPEAKING IN AND AROUND AUCK-

LAND 

 

Auckland Accueil  is a non-profit organisation for all French & French-speaking in Auckland. 

 
Run by a team of volunteers, the association is part of the FIAFE network (Fédération Internationale des Accueils Français et franco-

phones à l'Etranger). 

 

Today we count more than 100 family-members, totalling more than 250 people! 

 
The association offers a wide range of activities and events, during which we speak French with a nice drink or meal, and great com-

pany! 

 

We organise all types of events : 

¶ Social events  (drink after work every last Friday of the month, wine-tasting, gourmet dinnersé) 

¶ Sporting events  (p®tanque and tennis tournaments, kayak, rock climbingé) 

¶ Cultural events (Maori culture, children days outé.) 
 

info@aucklandaccueil.org.nz 

Ania Sbai, the new relief teacher for Ruma 13 !  
 
My name is Ania Sbai and I will relieve Vanessa Lisowski during terms 1 and term 2 2010, and working 

jointly with her during terms 3 and 4.  

This will be my first year working at Richmond Road School but I have more than ten years experience as a 

language teacher. I graduated with a Masters' degree in Teaching French and Linguistics from the University 

of Toulouse and I am a New Zealand registered Teacher. I have experience working with children from 

various public (primary) and private schools and in my most recent experience I have been working for 3 

years at the University of Auckland. 

 

My philosophy as a teacher is that each child is unique, learns in a different way 

through playing.  

I am excited to have the opportunity to help your child to discover many new 

things and help them to love learning and school!   

 

I realize the importance of my role as a relief teacher during Vanessa's maternity 

leave. I would like this transition to be as smooth as possible for children and this is 

why I have spent a lot of time in Vanessa's class observing her teaching methods 

and taking classes by myself. 

Thus, children who are in Ruma 13 this year and will continue the next year with me, already know me 

well. Many of your children who will be new entrant, remember me from òLes Petits Lascarsó. 

  

Now I am thinking that Vanessa who has very Polish name is a òrealó French. My family name is not Polish 

at all, but I am a òrealó Polish; I am French too and I am proud of this nationality as well!  

So, in addition to my teaching background, I can easily understand your child bilingual learning process be-

cause my family is also multilingual! 

 

I hope you will have nice summer holiday and see you for an educational and funðfilled year 2010! 

 

If you have any questions or concerns, please feel free to contact me by mail anna.sbai@yahoo.fr.  

 

Ania Sbai 

Page 3 

mailto:info@aucklandaccueil.org.nz
mailto:anna.sbai@yahoo.fr


News from Ruma 14  

Page 4 

 

Poems from Ruma 14  

 

Cicada on the washing line: 

 
Two days ago I saw a cicada on the washing line, so I took a jar and caught it. It 

looked like a giant eye. It was ugly because it had no shell. 

 

Kenneth 

 

 

Swimming at Youthtown: 

 
We are going to the pool today. We feel really excited because it is really cool. I 

canõt put my head in the water but I want to learn how to do it. At lunchtime I will 

put on my togs. 

 

Logan 
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Historicontes  
 

 
Estelle Margaine, a large familyõs mother works as a healthõs Professional, a 

nurse, and as an engineer in Health Management.  

 

Her hobby is writing. It allows her to give 

children, parents or teachers... a playful 

tool for the health's prevention. 

 

After « Tolerance and self-confidence », 

she wrote « Health Prevention and Infor-

mation » intended for the young people. 

 

Estelle MARGAINE proposes an original 

approach of the prevention through tales 

and stories. 

 

 

She started by telling tales and inventing characters for her children. Each story 

are linked to various issues, regarding life, socialisation and health prevention. It 

teaches children balanced behaviour and how to cope with society. 

òTolerance and confidenceó is available on the internet, in French and English. 

 

http://www.historicontes.fr/rubrique.php 
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Music Festival !!!!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Friday 4th evening, the weather was not at its best, for the Music Festival organised by the French  

students : Océane, Romain, Vincent et Bénédicte.  

In fact, it was a heavy tropical rain! 

 

Despite this handicap, volunteers 

were all there, ready to serve 

delicious food:  

Tacos, Sandwiches, maori sea-

food soup, pancakes from « Le 

Torchon », Pastries, Gourmet 

burgers, and great dishes made 

by parents. A bar was also open 

with the traditional Oranginas. 

 
Bands played non stop to a steady crowd. 

Thank you so much to the French students for all their hard work and enthusiasm, that made it happen, 

and it was not easy !!!! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Satisfaction through well done work  
 
Here is the end of a second year, and I must admit, I blinked once and it is gone.   

It was a very busy year, with the school camp, the art exhibition and the school 

production. So many wonderful moments spent with the children! 

 

I am especially proud of what our children have 

achieved this year: marionettes, three dimen-

sional flowers and the great Richmond Road 

School history book, in French.  

 

This latest project deserves more explanations  

During term 3, we were studying Richmond 

Road History, and it was not easy to find infor-

mation in French ! 

So we decided to make our own resources. 

We worked on articles found on RRS website 

and with them, we wrote our own ones, in 

French. 

Translation was not the only task. Children did 

work hard to syntheses all the information.  

 

You are welcome to have a look at this book in the classroom, if you wish. 

 

We also learned more songs and I must confess, this is one of my favourite ac-

tivities in class. What a pleasure to have the children singing with such enjoy-

ment!  

 

We worked on òLe pouvoir des fleursó, and ç Toi et Moi », big successes. 

For the special occasion of the departure of the year 6 students, we also cre-

ated our own version of « Place des grands hommes ». 

Finally, when you read this newsletter, youõll already have watched the fabulous 

surprise organised for our year 6. Instead of the usual òFrere Jacquesó, they lis-

tened to a very dancing version of òSalut les copainsó ! 

To conclude, during this term 4, I had the chance to direct the most motivated 

singers, on a wonderful song, òlõenvie dõaimeró, and not the easiest one to sing 

either! 

 

Apart from these special moments, we continued our routine throughout the 

year. I think that routine and stability helps our childrenõs learning. 

Our òcahier de lõ®l¯ve, cahier dõartiste, our coded colouringéó. 

I already have lots of ideas for next year, to improve systems already in place.  

Iõve also ordered several online resources and I intend to further integrate these 

tools into my teaching. I also now have a better understanding of the New Zea-

land curriculum and intend to incorporate many more games (especially in 

mathematics) in the activities.  

 

In conclusion I would like to express my admiration for the children. Many of 

you know that my teaching philosophy is that the role of a teacher is to trans-

mit to the children the love of work and satisfaction of work well done. Of 

course I ask a lot of the children, but I confess that Iõm constantly amazed at 

their commitment to tasks, their hard efforts and their excelling.  

News from Ruma 15, Elisabeth Diaz  
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I was going to forget something very important; Iõm particularly proud this year to publish Ruma 15õs 

first crossword book.  

The creation of crosswords is a good training exercise that allows children to manipulate the spelling, 

grammar and conjugation of words while having fun.  

This publication would not have been possible without the work of the two Ruma 15 interns, Bénédicte 

and Romain, and I take this newsletter opportunity to thank them for their work in Ruma 15, especially 

regarding resources.   

 

I wish you all a happy holiday and will see you next year.  

 

Elisabeth 

 
 

Grey Lynn Festival 
 
 

What a success!! 

with $651 raised for Frenz  
 

 

 

Thousands of people were at the Festival. 

Our stall was just on the opposite side of the stage.  

Ideal spot, as we were able to see (far away!) RRS children performing an impressive Kapa Haka, with 

the participation of children from lõArchipel. What a treat ! 

Thank you to all parents who took time to bake such nice cakes. We even got a ginger bread house! 

  

No doubt that Frenz will try to secure a spot next year ! 


